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what might be called a " Character of a good Member of
Parliament," fashioned, of course, to suit the case of the
person addressed, who, though not exactly a Jacobite, was
a member of the Opposition. The poem ends with a
most adroit compliment at once to the subject and to the
writer* These complimentary pieces always please pos-
terity with a certain drawback, unless, like the lines to
Congrcvo, and the almost more beautiful lines on Oldharn,
they deal with merits which are still in evidence, and are
not merely personal. But the judgment of Dorset and
Montague, who thought of this piece and of the exquisite
versos to the Duchess of Orraond that he " never writ bet-
tor," was not far wrong.

The only piece that remains to be noticed is better
known even than the JSpisth to John Driden. Alexander's
Feast was the second ode which Dryden wrote for the
11 Festival of Si Cecilia." He received for it 40/., which,
as lie tells his sons that the writing of it "would be
noways beneficial," was probably unexpected, if the state-
ment as to the payment is true* There are other legendary
contradictions about tho time occupied in writing it, one
story saying that it was done in a single night, while an-
other asserts that lie was a fortnight in composing or cor-
recting it. But, as has been frequently pointed out, the
two statements are by no means incompatible. Another
piece of gossip about this famous ode is that Dryden at
first wrote Lais instead of Thais, which " small mistake "
he bids Ton son in a letter to remember to alter. Little
criticism of Alexander's Mast is necessary. Whatever
drawbacks its form may have (especially the irritating
chorus), it must be admitted to be about the best thing of
its kind, and nothing more can be demanded of any poetry
than to be excellent in its kind* Dryden himself thought
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